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        While driving along the road recently my mind was wondering in amazement about the titles that we 
give to various items. For example have you ever wondered why we call it a “driveway” when it is really 
meant for us to park vehicles on? Have you ever questioned why we might refer to snug pants as “tight 
slacks” when the two words completely contradict one another. Have you ever heard of a “sanitary land-
fill”? These things just seem strange at further evaluation. How about the phrase “Vacation Bible School”? I 
understand the “Bible School” part of the title, but “vacation”? When I think of vacation I envision, waves, 
sun, a cold glass of lemonade, my wife beside me, my kids being quiet, and not a concern on my mind. Oh, 
yes, that would be the life. In short, a vacation should be a refreshing time. It should also be a time of re-
flection over all that has been accomplished. For some it is also a time of recognition of what needs to be 
done in the near future. Can we truly call it Vacation Bible School? At first glance, it would seem that the 
answer is, “No.” VBS is anything but a time of relaxation. But, after much evaluation I do believe that it is a 
fitting title. Why? Because it accomplishes all of the other outcomes of a vacation. VBS is one of the most 
refreshing times of the year. It is amazing how the Lord brings joy and refreshment to our hearts through 
bringing others to Christ. I can truly say that some of the most exciting and memorable experiences of my 
life have been to witness people putting their faith in Christ. Throughout VBS there will be many who will 
believe in Christ and this is always refreshing. Not only this, but Bible school is also a great time of reflec-
tion to look and see what God has done throughout the course of the previous year. It is an opportune mo-
ment to praise God for His marvelous works. Lastly it is also a wonderful time of recognition as the Lord 
makes aware of many things – needs in the community, small groups that need to be established, and people 
who need to be loved and ministered to. Vacation Bible School? Absolutely. It will be refreshing, inspir-
ing, and rewarding. Perhaps Ken Marler, Lifeway network specialist, stated it best, “The bottom line is this: 
VBS is inconvenient, it’s hard work, and it costs money. I don’t think there is any person in this room who 
would say otherwise. It is hard, but I believe it is absolutely the most rewarding week in the church 
year.” Friends, don’t miss your opportunity to make a difference in someone’s life this year at Vacation 
Bible School. If you are questioning, “Why should I serve during VBS?” consider the following reasons: 
 

Because people are important to God 
 

We can never overestimate how important people are to God. Perhaps you expected me to say that “children 
are important to God.” But we must remember that all people are important to God and that He loves us all 
so much that He sent His only Son to make a way for us to be saved and restored to a right relationship with 
Him. Vacation Bible school is a great way of reaching children. But, in many cases moms, dads, brothers, 
sisters, grandparents, and even coaches come to know Jesus because of a child’s participation in Bible 

School. 
 

Because children are especially tender to the Gospel 
 

In our day and age we are told that 85% of those who trust in Jesus Christ as Lord will do so before the age 
of 18. This fact should give us urgency about ministering and encouraging young people to come to the 
Lord.  I firmly believe that there will be many children, as a result of VBS, who will be saved. And I want 
to encourage all of you to allow and encourage and invite children of all ages to be here for VBS. Friend, 
don’t just invite but offer to pick up all of your kids’ friends and all of the kids on your street and bring 
them to VBS that they may be brought to Jesus. This could be one of the most fruitful weeks of the year. In 
2007 Southern Baptist Churches recorded over 88,000 people who made profession of faith as a result of 
VBS. Also, in the average Southern Baptist Church, VBS typically accounts for about 25 percent of the 
professions of faith leading to baptism. Children’s hearts are tender to the gospel. Will you join us in shar-

ing with them the truth that will set them free? 
 

Because it is a great opportunity to serve others 
 

I personally believe that we are most like Christ when we are giving of ourselves for the sake of others. 1 
John 3:16 says, “We know love by this, that He (Jesus) laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren.” Vacation Bible School provides a great opportunity to minister to other believers 

as well as curious seekers who are looking for that “something” that they are missing. 
 

Because it is a great time to connect with the body 
 

Romans 12:4-6 reminds us, “For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not 
have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one an-
other. Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them ac-
cordingly.”  In other words, while we make up one body of Christ, the body has many members. We all 
have different gifts, talents, and experiences to contribute to the effectiveness of the body. This will be 
clearly seen throughout the week of Vacation Bible School. Some will organize. Some will prepare food. 
Some will teach. Some will decorate. Some will pray. Some will follow-up with guests. Some will make 
crafts. Some will sing. All will have fun. The bottom line is that there is literally somewhere for everyone to 

serve. Your talents and gifts will be a great part in making this week a success. 
 

Vacation? Bible School 
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FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
Wednesday,  June 10 will be the last fellowship 
meal for the month of June. Fellowship meals will 

resume on Wednesday, July 1.  

MONTHLY MEN’S BREAKFAST 

There will NOT be a Men’s Breakfast 

for the month of June.  

Because Jesus has called us 
 

In Acts 1:8 Jesus commanded His disciples, “You shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even 
the remotest part of the earth.” While this verse has been used on many occasions to speak about our responsibility in missions, we 
must not forget where their witness and ministry was to begin – Jerusalem. Jerusalem was their local town. Simply put, as Christians 
we are called to begin our witness at home and then extend it throughout the world. The light that shines the farthest always shines 

the brightest at home. I pray that we will be committed to shining the Light of Christ to our community. 
 
If you’d like to learn more about VBS and how you can be involved please contact the church office by email at                                  
office@gsbcfamily.org or by phone at (540) 382-0719. Also, there is a signup sheet in the sanctuary for all individuals who would 
like to participate. If you’re still unsure about whether or not to serve in this capacity go to www.ministrytochildren.com/benefits/ 

and ask God to show you His will.   In Christ, Pastor Matthew 

PASTOR’S PAGE CONTINUED 

Dear Good Shepherd Baptist Church, The Pregnancy Re-

source Center wishes to express their appreciation to you for 

the diaper and wipes drive that you had for us! We can only 

remain a ministry with the kindness and generosity of people 

like yourselves. God Bless, and thank you so very much! 

THANK YOU 

Dear Senior Saints of Good Shepherd, Our heartfelt thank to 

you for the generous gift of money. Our dear mom loved to 

come to your meetings with Shirley. Many times she left home 

not feeling so well but came back inspired by being there with 

you. May God richly bless each one of you. Much love in Je-

sus, the Martin Family 

We wish to express a very special thank you to everyone who 
helped prepare for our May 21st meeting.  This meeting was a fare-
well celebration for Mrs. Geneva Adams, a long-time member of 
this church.  Due to health complications, she has moved to Penn-
sylvania to live with her daughter and son-in-law, Evelyn and Ed 
Geherres.  Church members and old friends came to say goodbye 
and to wish her well.  Mrs. Adams was deeply moved by our act of 
love and I’m sure she will have many good memories to last for a 

long time. In Christ’s Love, Shirley Williams 
 
Seniors, are you looking for a good time?  You are cordially 
invited to come to our meetings which are held the first and 
third Thursday of each month from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm in the 
church fellowship hall.  We begin our meetings with devotions, 
Bible study, singing old hymns and then follow with a potluck 
lunch.  We would love to have you join us. 

SENIOR SAINTS REPORT 

The IN AND OUT of this Life 

 
“I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.  The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have {it} abundantly.”  John 10:9-10 
 

We all want to be living the “abundant life,” but few take advantage of this ability to “enter!”  The question is “Do you know where 

or how you are supposed to enter, and for what purpose? 
 

The easy answer to the first part of the question is that we want to enter into our eternal home in heaven.  However, our Good Shep-
herd says he who enters “will go IN AND OUT and find pasture.”  This does not sound like an eternal resting place but a train sta-
tion.  Jesus is not talking about the eternal by and by, but the here and now of living an abundant life.  In Jesus, our door, “…we have 
boldness and confident access through faith in Him” Eph 3:12.  In Him we have an ability to “enter” and gain “access” to something 

that will produce abundant life. 
 

Since God  “...seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places” Eph. 1:20, and He is our door through which we “enter,” then to 
what is it that we are gaining access?  After the Apostle Paul mentions this “access” he demonstrates it with a prayer - “For this rea-
son I bow my knees before the Father…” Eph 3:14.  So “In Christ” we “enter” and gain “access” through our prayers of faith to the 
Father.  Again, many fail to enter and access a relationship with the Father because they don’t know that Jesus is the door and has 
provided the way.  They think they need something (a magic cloth or word) or someone (like a priest or holy man) to take them 
there.  They have been deceived by the enemy and wounded by his devices.  The Good News of the Gospel is that God gives us “…
the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one” Eph 6:16.  If we have put our 
faith in Jesus than we are “in Him,” which includes this inheritance (Eph. 1:11,14,18):  God has “raised us up with Him, and seated 
us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” Eph 2:6.  I pray you are using your shield (the root of this word in the Greek is 
actually the word for door!) to “enter” God’s presence, going IN AND OUT on a regular basis, to “access” His pasture.  Everything 
you need to produce the “abundant life” of the Good Shepherd, including His grace, peace and counsel, is available to those who 

acknowledge that Jesus is their door by which they go “IN AND OUT of this Life!”   Pastor Paul DeGastyne 

FAMILY PASTOR’S CORNER  



The GSBC Relay Team had a great time at the Relay Event on May 29th. In this year's Relay, there were 53 teams and 
963 participants! The luminaria ceremony was very emotional as luminaria bags and torches lined the entire track. Imme-
diately following the luminaria ceremony, Pastor Matthew performed and did a fantastic job! The team participated in 
several events throughout the night and even won some awards! We won 3rd place in the healthy appetizer contest (thank 
you to Pam Wade)! We received runner-up in the "Ms." Relay contest (a HUGE thank you to Brian Grove and Anita Fer-
guson)! We also won Best Decorated Campsite and Best Overall Team (thank you to everyone)! Most importantly, we 
continued to pass our fundraising goal and have now raised over $5600 towards the fight against cancer! Overall, Mont-
gomery County has raised over $138,000.00 towards the fight against cancer! That is AWESOME! We would like to 
thank everyone who contributed towards this year's success! Whether you were on the team, purchased or sold fundrais-
ers, made donations, volunteered your time, prayed for the event, walked the night of the relay or just attended the night of 
the relay, your support has been very much appreciated! Watch the bulletin for an upcoming wrap-up meeting as we dis-
cuss this year's relay and what we can do to make it even better next year!  

RELAY FOR LIFE UPDATE 

GSBC  campsite 

Mr. and Ms. Relay (Anita Ferguson and Brian Grove) 

GSBC Relay Team 2009 



  

July 18th from 11:00am-4:00pm 
at 

Good Shepherd Baptist Church 

All Proceeds collected that day will be given to the Kelly Ryan Memorial Fund. If  
you would like to volunteer to help in anyway with this benefit, please contact 

Theresa Repass at tgrepass@gmail.com or 540-239-9575. 

LIVE BANDS Moonwa
lks  

Carnival Games 

Concession Stand 

Face Painting 

SPIN ART 

Silent Auction 

and LO
TS More!!! 



155 Dunlap Drive 
Christiansburg, VA  24073 

540-382-0719 
 

PO Box 398  
Christiansburg, VA 24068 

GOOD 
SHEPHERD 

BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Check us out online 
www.gsbcfamily.org 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1) 
8:15p  Men’s 
           Softball 

2) 
6:30a   Prayer time 
            in sanctuary 
7p       Deacon’s Meet-
ing 
  

3) 
6:30 p – Financial Peace Class 
6:45-8:15p Youth & Adult Bible 
          Studies, Children’s Choir 
8-8:45p Youth Council Meeting 
  

4) 
10a     Senior Saints 
           Fellowship 
6p  Youth Praise 
Band 
6:30p  Choir Practice 
7:30p  Praise Team 
           Practice 
  

5) 
  

6) 
9a  Prayer time in 
      Sanctuary 
  

7) 
8:30a  Worship Service 
10a     Bible Fellowship 
11a    Worship Service 
6p  Children’s Choir 
Spring  Performance 
Ice Cream Social to follow 
5-7p   Youth Worship 
7p      Youth Leaders Mtg. 
  

8) 
7:15p  Men’s 
          Softball 
  

9) 
6:30a   Prayer time 
            in sanctuary 
  

10) 
6:30 p – Financial Peace Class 
6:45-8:15p Youth & Adult Bible 
         Studies, Children’s Choir 
  

 

11) 
6p  Youth Praise 
Band 
6:30p  Choir Practice 
7:30p  Praise Team 
           Practice 

12) 
  
  

13) 
9a  Prayer time in 
      sanctuary 
  

14) 
  
8:30a  Worship Service 
10a    Bible Fellowship 
11a    Worship Service 
No Evening Activities 

15) 
  
8:15p  Men’s 
          Softball 
  

16) 
 
  
6:30a   Prayer time 
            in sanctuary 
7p       Deacon’s Meet-
ing 
  

17) 
  
6:45-8:15p Youth & Adult Bible 
         Studies 
  

18) 
  
10a      Senior Saints 
            Fellowship 
6p  Youth Praise 
Band 
6:30p   Choir Practice 
7:30p   Praise Team 
            Practice 

19) 
  

20) 
  
7:30a Men’s 
          Breakfast 
9a  Prayer time in 
      sanctuary 
  

21) FATHER’S DAY 
8:30a  Worship Service 
10a    Bible Fellowship 
11a    Worship Service 
No Evening Activities 

22) 
6:15p  Men’s 
  &       Softball 
7:15p 

23) 
6:30a   Prayer time 
            in sanctuary 
  

24) 
6:45-8:15p Youth & Adult Bible 
         Studies, Children’s Choir 
6:45p VBS Meeting 

25) 
6p  Youth Praise 
Band 
6:30p   Choir Practice 
7:30p   Praise Team 
            Practice 
  

26) 
  

27) 
9a  Prayer time in 
      sanctuary 
  

28) 
8:30a  Worship Service 
10a    Bible Fellowship 
11a    Worship Service 
5-7     Youth Worship 
  

29) 
8:15p  Men’s 
  &       Softball 
9:15p 

30) 
6:30a   Prayer time 
            in sanctuary 
  

        

Depart for Trip     Y o u t h  M i s s i o n  T r i p  t o  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y 

David Cook  
 

Seth Hauck  
 

Ash Leigh Bowman 
 

Lori Buchanan 
 

Dan Havens 
 

Bradley Martin 
 

Chelsey Webster 
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